Land for Service


Land for Service

“If a man shall come to the High King who has served with arms for three sevens of  years, and is of good character, and shall offer to serve for seven more, then the High King will reward with as much land as he and his family may plough in a day.”
The Book of Balazar Chapter 4

Solarus actively seeks out retiring lunar veterans to settle in Balazar. He encourages them to use their mustering out bounty to acquire bondsmen to work the land. The hope is that after 7 years the bondsmen will stay as freemen and Balazar will continue to grow. In the meantime the veterans provide a useful reserve for the military.
What are the obligations of the veterans ?
1. To maintain their equipment in good order

2. To train 1 day per week

3. To train with the regiment for 2 weeks per year

4. To lead the local militia if required

5. To serve in Balazar at the discretion of the High King in time of war1
6. To dutifully tend to their land.

7. To obey the laws of Balazar2
What do they get in return?

1. An ox, 2 pigs and a dog

2. Plough, harnesses and other accoutrements for working the land

3. A plot of land commensurate with their resources3
4. A log cabin. stable, and pens built by the community in a day4
5. Enough seed to plant their land

6. A stout set of work clothes

7. Enough fodder for the animals for a winter.

8. Any extra weapons they do not have already5
9. Training in how to farm the land

10. The friendship of the community

Notes

1) These are the “Elite Militia” of the Citadel Spears.
2) Which include paying their taxes.

3) The more family, friends and bondsmen, the more land.

4) The High King has a team of carpenters who will cut the wood to size – The community act as the labour to assemble the buildings under guidance.

5) Which for most hoplites is a composite bow, 30 arrows and 6 darts.

