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Slavery in Balazar

“All men are slaves to God. No man can hold a slave, because in so doing he holds himself up to be God. Only the High King may hold a slave, for he is the incarnation of God in this land.”

The Book of Balazar, Chapter 9
So does this mean there is no more slavery in Balazar? Well, both yes and no. All those slaves who were around as Solarus took control became “Bondsmen to the King” for 1 year. They were loaned back to their old masters to mitigate the effect of losing the slave but are now all free.
Registered Bondsman

The only legal state similar to slavery is that of “Registered Bondsman”. This is in effective a sanitised limited duration slavery that operates under strict rules. Those rules are:-

1. The bondsman must be willing to enter into the agreement.

2. The agreement must be registered with the local citadel.

3. The bondsman can be “sold on” ,and can be inherited, but the sale needs to be approved by the local court

4. The bondsman cannot leave Balazar for the duration of the bond.

5. Children of the bondman are free

6. The maximum term of the bond is seven years

7. A bondsman can only be flogged with the approval of the local court

8. A bondsman is responsible for his own actions, unless operating under the direct and concise orders of his master, whereupon his master is responsible.

9. At the end of the bond the bondsman is taken to the citadel and his deed of bond is returned –i.e. he is set free under the watchful eyes of the authorities, who ensure he receives his “bounty” as stated in the original bond.

Lunar Traders and Dignitaries

From time to time Lunars come to Balazar and they bring a retinue that may include slaves. The Lunars can register their slaves with a special status of Temporary Bondsman which protects the master from manumission of the slaves while in Balazar. It lasts for a maximum of 1 year and 1 day. This needs to be done before entering Balazar at one of the entry points such as Soldier Ferry or Tarshford, but if it is overlooked officials are instructed to backdate paperwork for a small “fee”. 
This facility is technically open to other merchants such as Lightbringers from Dragon Pass, although the only facilities for this process are on the edge of the Empire. Such a serious breach of the law by Lightbringers is likely to result in manumission of the slaves and heavy fines or worse.

Pentians and Praxians

Horsetown and Wahaville are designated neutral ground, so the nomads can bring their slaves here without risk. If they proceed further into Balazar, however, the normal rules apply
Hunters

The normal rules apply, but there is a degree of latitude around the issue of “prisoners”. In effect hunter on hunter slavery is tolerated unless the authorities are forced to act.

Non Humans

Ransoming “prisoners” is permitted, but the ostentatious owning of human slaves is pretty much guaranteed to get a hostile response.

Where are the bondsmen in Balazar, and where do they come from?

Bondsmen can be found in the citadels and on the farms. They are servants for wealthy citadel dwellers, assistants to artisans and farm labourers. Some are former slaves freed by Solarus- they essentially hired themselves back to their old masters on favourable terms. Many are slaves purchased “en masse” in the empire and given the option of slavery in a lunar mine or a limited duration bond in Balazar. They are bought out of slavery through the ministrations of the Lokarnos cult who broker the whole deal.
Often a retiring lunar soldier will use his mustering out pay to buy a couple of slaves as he relocates to Balazar under the “Land for Service” scheme. The soldier agrees to serve in the elite militia for 7 years and receives a land grant and equipment free of charge. His grant is linked to how much land he can work, so bringing 2 bondsman may triple his grant. This scheme is widely publicised amongst certain lunar regiments.
What about the tradition of Holay and Tarsh raiding Balazar for slaves ?

This practice used to be quite common until recently . Solarus got fed up with asking for his citizens to be returned, so one night the slave pens in Slavewall were raided. All the slaves were freed, and turned up in Balazar as bondsmen, and a number of noted slave merchants were found dead with their heads dissolved by acid. All slave raiding parties to enter Balazar after this date have either disappeared entirely of been found crucified on the East Bank of the Black Eel in sight of Tarshford. This appears to have had the effect of discouraging further slave raiding. 
Phippicus the Sages writes

My Emperor.

There is no doubt that the High King has put an end to traditional slavery in Balazar. Not only that but the message to Tarsh and to Holay has been clear. I am advised that the King of Tarsh protested the treatment of his citizens and stated his ancient right to raid Balazar for slaves. The response was stark.  “I am the Emperors true son, and a friend of the Provinces and their peoples. To attack my people is to attack Me. An attack on Me is an attack on his divinity, My Father the Emperor and an affront to his Mother, the Glorious Goddess whose light illuminates us all. Take heed the enemies of Empire for their fate is that of Harrek, Argrath, Fevver and other who have who have affronted the Imperial will”
It is rumoured that a member of the Tarsh Royal House was caught raiding in Balazar. However it is said he escaped the usual punishment and was returned to  Furthest gibbering with fear.

The method by which Solarus freed the slaves and executed the merchants in Slavewall is unknown, but the presence of a Shadowmage and Storm Dragon assassins amongst his associates easily give him the capacity for this sort of activity
