Crime and Punishment in Balazar

“Take the law to my people. Punish the guilty, protect the innocent”

The Book of Balazar Chapter 2

Overview

In Balazar the Antirius Precepts do not apply. Whilst the concept of what constitutes a crime is fixed, there are a number of variables which affect the punishment. These are Intent, the Crime itself, Impact on the victim/family, Effect on the state, and acts of Mitigation
Justice is normally administered in the Citadel Court, although minor matters may be dealt with in the villages on the “Seasonal Circuit”. There is a Court of Appeal, called the Court before God, in Sevenwall. Justice is administered by the Lord Lieutenant for Justice. He, and / or the accused, may be assisted by a Seeker of the Truth, which is a cross between a lawyer and a private detective.

· Intent. There are 5 classes of intent They are:-

· Good Intent. A crime was committed but the criminal was trying to do something good. Alfred the archer sees Pascal the Pure being dragged off to a fate worse than death by some broo. He shoots at the broo to try to free Pascal but hits and kills her instead. His crime – Killing a potential citizen- is deemed to have “Good Intent”
· No intent. A crime was committed but it was a complete accident. Alfred the Archer is undertaking his weekly bow practice when he fumbles and a stray arrow hits little Johnny, injuring him. His crime- injuring a future citizen- is deemed to have “No Intent”
· Careless Intent. – caused by negligence Alfred the Archer is undertaking his weekly bow practice when he fumbles and a stray arrow hits a pig, killing it. Alfred is drunk when he is practicing. His crime- destruction of property- is deemed to have “Careless Intent”
· Bad Intent. The criminal intends to commit wrong, but did not intend to anything too serious. Roddy the Rough gets into a fight in the tavern. He hits Ungred the Unwell, killing him. Roddy only meant to punch Ungred, not to kill him, so his crime is one of “ Bad Intent”
· Foul Intent. The criminal intended to commit a heinous act. Ronald the Rapist is caught in the room of Virginia the Virgin with a sleep potion, ropes and a gag. His crimes, Breaking and Entering, Possession of Items to be used in a Crime and Intent to Rape are deemed to be with “Foul Intent”, and it is likely that Ronald will be helping the corn grow next year, in a posthumous sort of way

.

· The Crime. There are 3 categories of crime. They are Crimes against Property, Crimes against the Person, and Crimes against the King . Crimes may be classified as minor, major or capital in nature
· Crimes against Property. These would include destruction and damage to property (including animals and bondsmen) theft, unauthorised borrowing and so on. Examples of minor crime would be petty theft, vandalism, borrowing a horse without permission, flogging your bondsmen without permission. Examples of a major crime would a major theft or crime spree, arson such as burning down stables. Examples of a Capital crime would looting and torching a village, murder of a bondsman.
· Crimes against the Person. Minor crimes would include Common assault, major crimes would include GBH, capital crimes would include torture, rape and murder.

· Crimes against the King. Theses include crimes against the Kings property and officials. These will include all the crimes against property and person noted above, but are generally treated more seriously. A distinction is made between attacking an off duty soldier in the inn for example, which is a crime against the person, and attacking the soldier whilst he is performing his duties, which is a crime against the King. Capital crimes include, Treason and consorting with Evil.

· Impact. The impact of the crime on both the victim and their immediate family is considered Pascal the Pure, who died whilst being abducted by broo is one of five daughters, and has no family of her own-she would have died anyway, and so the impact is low. Percy the Poor, has only one breeding sow. When the pig is killed by Alfred the Archer, Percy and his family face starvation over winter, so the impact is high

· The Effect. The effect of the crime on the state and the local community will be taken into account Ungred the Unwell, who died in a pub brawl, was a retired healer who treated the poor for free in the in the villages and on the farms. He had received the Order of Public Service for his good works, and was loved by all. Here there is a serious effect on the community

· Acts of Mitigation. Acts of mitigation are always considered. They may reduce or even increase the sentence, as the concept of mitigation covers a criminals character.There are six statutory acts of mitigation that the court will consider:-

· Contrition. Is the criminal sorry for his act?. Sorrow expressed at the time of the crime is more likely to lead to a reduced sentence that contrition just before sentencing.

· Reparation. The offer and acceptance of reparation for the crime will be taken into account

· Confession. An early, prompt and full confession will be better received than a grudging admission just after damming evidence has been presented

· Character. An outstanding member of the community is will be treated more leniently than a rascal with a history of petty crime and vagrancy

· Past Service. A 20 year veteran will get a better deal than a newcomer from Sartar

· Circumstance. A hungry man who steals food for his family will be better treated than a thief who seals purely for material gain

Punishment

People are a scarce resource in Balazar, and they are not to be wasted on unnecessary executions or mutilation. The court can order the following types of punishment. Punishments can be combined.

· Apology-may be private, to the victim / family or public, to the general populace

· Public Service – This may be as little as to clean out the pig pens for a week to a lifetime of hard labour building roads in the chain gang

· Fine – may be payable to the victim as reparations, the state or to both. Most crimes will normally have some element of fine, otherwise how do you pay the costs of the court.

· Death – the criminal will be sent to Sevenwall so the High King can decide the exact nature of their demise

The court can also order a Reverse Judgement. During the trial it turns out that Pascal’s father fled leaving his daughter to the broo. Only Alfred the Archer was prepared to fight. The court orders that Pascal’s father pay Alfred 20 silvers for his work in defending the family farm.

The Citadel Court

This is where the majority of cases are heard. The courtroom is the audience chamber of the former king. The court sits as and when required, and will also hear civil cases.

Seasonal Circuit

Once a season the Judge will go to each village. They will hear crimes too minor to be brought to the Citadel court, and to deal with any civil cases in the village.

Court before God

This is the final appeal court for Balazar. Anyone may appeal either conviction or sentence, but the should beware as the High King takes a dim view of the guilty trying to wriggle out of fair punishment, and may well increase the sentence. The Court before God decides the method of execution for each condemned prisoner. By default the conviction and sentence of the condemned is automatically reviewed. The court sits as and when the High King decrees.

Seeker of the Truth

Any defendant may hire the services of a “Seeker of the Truth”. This is a cross between a private detective and a lawyer. They are forbidden to lie or conceal on behalf of their client, but may speak on behalf of their client and question witnesses. Alfred is on trial for killing Pascal the Pure. Pascal’s father demands 20 wheels in compensation as he says Pascal was a valued daughter and an excellent seamstress who he could not afford to lose from his household. Alfred hires the services of Mentius the Truth Seeker. Mentius speaks to Pascal’s neighbours, and finds out her father was always complaining how useless she was and how she could not even sew. He also determines that when the broo came Pascal’s father fled leaving Alfred to defend the farm. He also speaks eloquently of Alfred’s 20 years service for Solarus, and explains Alfred tried to save the Girl but was out of POW for Healing. Mentius adds that had Pascal’s father and brothers not fled then it is likely that she would have been healed. The Judge dismisses the compensation claim and orders that Alfred be paid 20 silvers by Pascal’s father for defence of the farm.

Phippicus the Sage writes
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