The Citadel Kings


The Citadel Kings and the Governance of Balazar
And Yelm spoke to Balazar and said, “You are the king of this land and are my servant. Those who oppose you oppose me. As there is but one true king in heaven so there will be but one true king in Balazar” 

The Book of Balazar Chapter 2

And God spoke to Solarus and said, “You are the true one, the re-unifier. Go forth to the land of your ancestor and make my land whole again. If a false king shall oppose you, strike him down. If a false king shall beg of my mercy, grant it in my name.”
The Book of Balazar Chapter 12

So what happened to the citadel Kings ?

Skilful Heartpiercer was no match for repeated Sunspears is his 1-2-1 duel with Solarus. If you ask a Yelmalion whether this was “sporting” they will say that if God thought it was wrong he would have stopped the spells or resurrected Skilful. Neither of Skilful daughters have been seen since their fathers death
Phippicus the Sage writes
Euclia Stormfollower fled to Sartar where she was killed whilst engaged in rebellious activities. Starnia Stormrender took refuge in Vanch, which by coincidence is the source of the reports of Solarus’ plans to attack the Empire
Yalaring Monsterslayer chose to abdicate and choose the life of a hunter again. Many expected a “hunting accident” to soon follow but to their surprise this did not happen. He was followed back onto the plains by his wife and family.
Phippicus the Sage writes
The official version of why Yalaring still lives is the command in the Book of Balazar about granting mercy to false kings who beg forgiveness. The truth, as always when dealing with Solarus, may be more convoluted. Yalaring, although a hunter by breeding, was no fool. He knew of the death of Skilful Heartpiercer from Euclia Stormfollower, who stopped in Trilus on her way to exile in Sartar. He knew that his days were numbered as King – only the year before he had narrowly survived an assassination attempt by an assassin from Sartar. My suspicion is that he “did a deal” with Solarus rather than face the inevitable. Indeed his hunter clan has been declared “free of taxation whilst Solarus rules over Balazar”
Glyptus the Good chose suicide (so it is said) as the Lunar troops stood aside for Solarus’ army. Queen Jocestis was allowed to return to the Lunar Empire with her children where she now holds high status.
Who rules the citadels now ?
The High King Solarus is ruler of all Balazar and hence all the citadels. Each citadel and the surrounding lands are administered by a Lord Protector and their assistants, the Lord Lieutenants. There are Lord Lieutenants for Health, Public Works, Justice, Agriculture, Militia  and Trade. They are normally referred to in general conversation by their functional name eh The High Healer, rather than The Lord Lieutenant for Health.
The Lord Protector is directly appointed by Solarus. He in turn proposes potential candidates for the Lord Lieutenant positions to the High King. As time progresses it is increasingly likely that many of these positions will be filled by graduates of Sevenwall University.
· Lord Protector 
· Requirements. Initiate of Balazar or greater. Must have sworn an OATH of loyalty to the king. Must have Administration at 50 % or greater. Must have Oratory 50% or greater
· The position is mainly one of an administrator. They are also responsible for the news heralds and citadel criers. The Lord Protector supervises the work of the Lord Lieutenants and is responsible for the proper performance of their duties. He (or she in Dykene) will attend new openings, kiss babies and ensure the message of the High King reaches all. He/She is allowed quarters in the old palace by the generosity of the High King. They will normally have 2 assistants who act as scribes.- these are graduates of the Royal University who are being groomed for office in their own right. There will also be 2 heralds who spread the news in the streets and in the villages.
· Lord Lieutenant for Health a.k.a. The High Healer
· Requirements. Must be a priestess of a healing cult
· The responsibilities of the High Healer are:-
· To keep the people healthy
· To advise if disease is suspected
· To manage and maintain the citadel hospital
· To manage and maintain the village clinics
· To manage and maintain the “travelling healer” programme to the hunter hearths
· To supervise and regulate the apothecary, which sells healing herbs and such like to the general populus
· To regulate any healers operating in the area
· To recommend promising initiates for further training at the University Hospital in Sevenwall, the Purity Skywatch Memorial Hospital
Phippicus the Sage writes

By making the position of high healer a state appointment, and by exercising control as to who may practice as a healer, the state essentially controls who will and will not receive healing in Balazar. This power is rarely used in anger, for most people understand that excessive dissent may lead to them being placed on the dreaded “waiting list” when they need treatment.
· Lord Lieutenant for Public Works a.k.a. Chief Engineer
· Requirements. Must be a master stonemason

· This position is normally filled by Dwarves. This is encouraged by Solarus because dwarves tend to make better builders, and because Solarus wants to co-opt elements of Dwarf kind into his vision for Greater Balazar. The Chief Engineer always has a master carpenter as an assistant.

· The Chief Engineer is responsible for the construction and maintenance of public works, such as the citadel, public buildings and roads. He or she (who can tell!) will also provide advice to private individuals engaged in construction projects

· Lord Lieutenant for Justice a.k.a. The Judge
· Requirements. Must be a Rune Level of a Truth cult and an initiate of the cult of Balazar

· The position is either filled by a knowledge cultist such as Irripi Ontor or a trusted Yelmalion. Justice must be done, and must be seen to be done! The guilty must be punished, and the innocent must go free!
· The court sits in the citadel normally once a week to judge criminal matters. Serious criminals will be brought in from the outlying villages for Justice Petty criminals in the villages will be dealt with on the seasonal circuit. The rest of the Judge’s time will be spent dealing with civil disputes.
· Lord Lieutenant for Agriculture a.k.a. The Chief Farmer
· Requirements. Must be a Rune Level of a Grain cult and be initiate of the cult of Balazar. Must have 90% in agriculture and animal( pig) husbandry

· Uniquely amongst the Lord Lieutenants the position can be shared by a husband and wife team, or by siblings. This is because it reflects the rejoining of Earth and Sky and the imminent defeat of Orlanth, and in a practical sense reflects that the varied skill sets required for the job. 
· The Chief Farmer is responsible for
· Training new migrants in farming and pig tending

· Ensuring that new land is viable and fertile

· Ensuring that proper farming practices are applied

· Advising on irrigation and new crops

· Unlike most of the Lord Lieutenants the Chief Farmer will not live in the citadel, but will live on their own farm nearby. By order of the High King, they must attend the Lord Protectors Conclave every week.

· Lord Lieutenant for Militia a.k.a. The Major
· Requirements. Must be a Rune Level of Yelmalio and be initiate of the cult of Balazar. Must have sworn an oath of loyalty to the High King. Must be a 1 year graduate or better of the Royal Battle School.
· This position is reserved for retiring Regular officers in the army. They are responsible for:-
· the training and leadership of the militia,
· the security of the local lands
· the deployment of the regular platoons of the Citadel Spears assigned to his area
· the deployment of the lunar hoplites assigned to his area
· the deployment of the hunter platoon assigned to his area
· In the case of war, he leads a Battalion of “Citadel Spears” which is comprised 50 % Regular and 50% Elite Militia.
· The Major is assisted by:-
· a younger Rune Lord of Yelmalio or Golden Eagle who is the operational commander of the regular “Citadel Spears” in peacetime and second in Command of the battalion in times of war
· A Lunar liaison officer
· A number of Militia captains. These are veterans of the regular army who lead the General Militia 
· The captain of hunters, who is also an initiate of Balazar
Phippicus the Sage writes
The “Majors” are 20 year veterans of Solarus’ original temple in Sartar (as are the militia captains) Whilst competent officers in their own right they were not deemed of sufficient ability to command a regular Regiment. They are diligent in their duties and as a result the militia is relatively well equipped and drilled. 

· Lord Lieutenant for Trade a.k.a. The Market Inspector
· Requirements. Must be a Rune Level of a trader cult and be initiate of the cult of Balazar. 
· The Market Inspector is responsible for the operation and management of the periodic markets. There is a permanent market in each citadel and a weekly (travelling) market in each village. The market Inspector regulates the shops as well as the “stalls”. He/She combines the functions of administration, rent collection, and trading standards. He is supported by the militia if required.
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