The Story of Skystrider and Elodora

This is a story of how the natural love between Earth and Sky in Balazar was torn apart by Orlanth, and why the Orlanthi find it so difficult to establish a presence in Balazar. It is a story of pure love and unfettered lust, trust and betrayal, and how the selfish actions of one Orlanthi and his fool ripple through the ages

At the beginning of the first age the cults of Yelm and Orlanth squabbled as to who should run Balazar. 

The cult of Yelm was represented by the hero Skystrider whose powers included the ability to step from star to star across the sky. He was assisted by his loyal servant Griffin, who often carried his messages to the peoples of Balazar, although then the land of Balazar was known as the “Dogland Plains”

The cult of Orlanth was represented by the hero Cload - Foe of Chaos who was a mighty Chaos fighter. He was assisted by the Trickster Bobo, who always made mischief for Cload’s enemies.

Skystrider and Cload knew that to be King of the Dogland Plains they would need to marry the Princess of Earth, the dryad Elodora, who was the most pure and beautiful Earth Priestess in the whole of the land.

Elodora received her two suitors and their followers in her grove. Skystrider stated his claim that he should be her husband because without the light of Yelm no plant could grow. Cload said that without rain all plants would die and that without wind no seed would spread. Elodora knew that both suitors had merit, and determined that she would marry the most worthy candidate, and that each candidate should undertake three tests. They were the tests of dance, the test of animals and the test of weapons.

But Bobo the trickster also desired to be King, and he asked Elodora if other worthy candidates could also seek her hand in marriage. Elodora laughed, and said that any who were as worthy as Skystrider and Cload could enter as well.

On the day of the contest everyone gathered in the grove. “Let the contest begin”, said Elodora. Bobo jumped forward, wearing a crown of wood, and tumbled and jumped around the grove. Elodora laughed and congratulated Cload on the antics of his fool. “Now let the real contest begin” she said.

Cload stepped forward and did a rain dance, and rain began to fall, but Skywalker countered this with by clearing the clouds by magic, and performing a Yelmic ballet solo.

Elodora now declared the start of the contests of animals. Bobo summoned forth his most magnificent dung beetle, but when Elodora saw it she said “Yuck” and squashed it. Cload brought forth his favourite shadow cat, but Skystrider’s eagle swooped down and grabbed the cat, took it into the sky and dropped it to its death.

“Now let the contest of weapons begin” said Elodora. Bobo jumped up and pulled out his member. “Look at how big I am,” he said. “I’ve got the biggest and best weapon in town!” “Err, what is that?” said Elodora as both Cload and Skystrider picked up Bobo and threw him out of the grove. Cload then drew his sword and advanced towards Skystrider, but Skystrider drew his bow and shot Cload, causing him to call upon Orlanth to restore his spirit to his body.

Elodora then declared that she would marry Skystrider as he had won all the contests, and Cload left the grove in despair. This was what Elodora wanted, as she was already in love with Skystrider. The arrangements for marriage were made, and Skystrider returned to the sky to prepare gifts for his soon to be queen.

Bobo was unhappy at how he had been treated by everyone, and determined to play a nasty trick on all concerned. He convinced Cload that if Skystrider did not turn up for the wedding then Elodora would spurn Skystrider and marry Cload instead. So Cload called forth a mighty storm that prevented Skystrider returning from the sky in time for the wedding. When Skystrider did not show up, Bobo went to Elodora and whispered in her ear, “Cload’s deeds shame me,” he said “but I have a message for you from Skystrider. If you go to the place of King Griffin, where the earth meets the sky, then Skystrider will meet you there in 3 days, and Cload will not be able to keep you apart ever again.”

Bobo then rushed to Cload. “She has spurned Skystrider, and she will marry you. But her kin are opposed to Orlanth.  She will meet you on the slopes of Griffin Mountain in 3 days. You must take her innocence there, she says, and leave her with child, so no one can come between you again.”

On the third day Elodora came to Griffin Mountain, and Cload was overcome by lust for her, and took her although she sobbed and begged him to stop. Meanwhile Bobo climbed the mountain and found Griffin. “Cload shames us, and dishonours this fair maiden,” he said. “Who is brave enough to stop him.” Griffin flew down and attacked Cload whilst Elodora fled back to the woods. Although Griffin was a valiant fighter he was no match for Cload, who slew him three times before he was finally still.

Cload then went to the woods to claim his bride. But when he got there he was met by Skystrider, who had heard Elodora’s grief, (Cload being too pre-occupied to keep up the storm) and by her vengeful sisters. “Cursed are you, Cload, for your crimes,” they said. “Never shall your sort rest easy in this land!” Then Skystrider stepped forward and slew him with one thrust of his spear, and Orlanth heeded not Cload’s cry for help. Of Bobo the trickster there was no sign, for he had fled the land, his mischief complete.

Skystrider returned to the mountain, and with the grace of Yelm, returned his friend Griffin to life. He brought Cload’s body to the mountain, and interred it so Cload would be denied Orlanthi funeral rights. He then tasked Griffin and his descendants to watch over it forever.

He then returned to his love, but she refused him because her innocence had been taken by another and she was with child. She said, “Until you have avenged me, no creature of Earth shall be the bride of the Sun in this land.”

She gave birth to a daughter, who the elves said was keen of eye but black of heart. Eventually the daughter, who was known as Blackheart, was exiled by the elves to an island on one of the rivers in the elder wilds. Each year a party of elves went to check she was still there- Over 100 times they visited, and each time her threats to both elf and human grew worse and worse. Then one year the elves found the island infested with chaos, and Blackheart, had vanished, presumed lost to chaos for ever…

Skystrider began to drive the Orlanthi from Dogland Plains, until he was struck down from behind, which was the normal way Orlanthi dealt with a more worthy opponent, and so he took his place in the stars.

Elodora’s sisters went to the mountain with King Griffin. There they found new trees, with orange fruits. These trees had sprung from the seeds of Cload and the juices of Elodora. Her sisters called to Gor for revenge, and she taught them rituals of enchanting. The branches were made into vengeance weapons, and the orange fruits were made into vengeance woad, and the help of King Griffin they hunted down every rapist and Orlanthi still left in the land.

Then King Griffin bade his followers guard the grave of the defiler forever, and took his place in the stars.

As for Elodora, it was said that when she cried for Skystrider her tears caused the trees in the grove to reach for the stars, but until Orlanth himself was defeated in the land they would never find togetherness again.

	Phippicus the Sage writes

Most generous Emperor, my researches indicate that this myth may hold the key to some of the secrets of Balazar.

· No Orlanth temple in Balazar has lasted more that 10 years in living memory. Is this the result of the curse “Never shall your kind rest easy in the land.”? So was Brankist’s attempt to set up a temple on the top of Griffin Mountain doomed to failure

· Is the mountain spoken of in this tale Griffin Mountain, and if so does that make the fabled Wind sword the sword of Cload?

· Is Blackheart the human/dryad crossbreed one and the same as “Granny Keeneye”?

· Are “the trees that reach for the stars” used in the Balazar sky boats?

· Could it be that the famous wind berry trees are the same trees referred to here being used to make vengeance weapons and woad?




